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Photo: Holly Warburton of Bath, England, works on a painting using her sketchbook as
reference in the fall of 2025. Holly is an illustrator and animator and focused her time at
StudioWorks on working with mixed media on paper, as opposed to the digital drawing tools
and software she typically uses. Holly also taught two animation and painting workshops, and
hosted a field trip visit by a local 6th grade class. 
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OUR MISSION

The StudioWorks Artist-in-Residence Program at the Tides Institute &
Museum of Art (TIMA) offers residency opportunities to visual artists and
craftspeople to deepen and develop their practice within a community
setting. Our studios, museum and housing are located within the historic
downtown and working waterfront of Eastport, Maine and overlook the
U.S./Canada boundary. The residency provides a unique experience for an
artist to play an active role in our creative community. The StudioWorks
program mission is to place the arts in the center of the community and
foster, engage and create a vital and vibrant downtown. 

StudioWorks began in 2013 and, as of December, 2025, 125 artists have
participated and traveled to Eastport, Maine from 29 US states and 9
countries.

Photo: Flora Cabilii working in the print studio in September, 2025. Flora’s project included drawings,
cyanotypes, printmaking, experimentation with natural materials, and installations. Flora also worked in
conjunction with a partner organization, Downeast Rainbow Alliance, on an afterschool program for high
school students and developed a lesson plan to be used in their future student outreach programs. 
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StudioWorks offers artists time and generous private studio space to work on a
specific project in a supportive environment. Residencies include a financial stipend,
housing, access to museum and research collections, and can include access to
printmaking/letterpress equipment. 

StudioWorks also will work to support artists' requests to have pets, children, and/or a
partner accompany them for all/part of their term in residence. Please make note of
any such requests in the application as these requests affect studio and housing
assignments and availability. 

What Others Have Said:
“I didn't know how much my soul and my studio practice needed this work
environment. It was an eye-opener for me regarding my knowledge around what
kinds of environments I thrive in, and which surroundings bring out the best in me. It
opened new doors for me both in my studio practice and my emotional life, and that's
way more than I had ever expected or hoped for." Anna Kohlweis, 2022.

"This residency was more than I ever could have dreamed," Carlie Trosclair, 2021.  

Photo: (above) Eleanor Conover painting in June, 2025. Eleanor’s term started with her building a series
of wood cradles for her canvases and then completing a series of abstract paintings, as well as studies
on paper and other drawings. Her ongoing research into geology and the environment continued in the
region, and she also taught a workshop on language, image and abstraction. 

WHAT A STUDIOWORKS
RESIDENCY CAN DO FOR YOU
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WHAT A STUDIOWORKS RESIDENCY
CAN DO FOR YOU - CONTINUED

Stipend:
US Artists are eligible for a $2,000 stipend for a 4-week residency; $1,000 for a 2-week
residency, and $4,000 for a 8-week residency. Stipends are paid 50% during the first week;
50% at conclusion of the residency. Due to limitations of the H-2 visa, artists coming from
international locations are not eligible for a stipend, but may be reimbursed for airfare,
ground transportation, food and other living expenses, up to the same amount as a stipend
for each term length. Receipts and other proof of expenses will be required to process
payment.

StudioWorks does not have additional funding for artists/projects beyond this stipend or
reimbursement; please be sure to factor this in to the decision to apply. We are able to
write letters of support for artists who are awarded StudioWorks residencies and will be
seeking additional funding from outside sources. 

Personal living expenses are the responsibility of each resident during his/her/their stay. 

Photo: Amanda Sisk carves
a detailed anchor design
within the differing colored
layers of a piece of shell to
create a cameo in May,
2025. A classically-trained
sculptor, Sisk also
presented an informational
display about the history
of cameo carving in the
window of her studio, and
consulted with staff
members to create relief
sculpting workshops in the
community.



2026 STUDIOWORKS ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE PROGRAM
OVERVIEW 

Page 5 

Leisure bicycles are available for artist use, and other styles of road and off-road bicycles
may be rented in town.

Please be sure to consider transportation if a car or other vehicle will be necessary to do
your proposed work. There are no taxi nor ride-share services in the area, and public
transportation is limited. 

More detailed Information about travel planning --- getting to and from Eastport --- is
provided to accepted artists.

STUDIOS AND LOCATION 

Studios are centrally located:
StudioWorks is located in the
center of Eastport, within easy
walking distance of the hardware
store, library, grocery store, post
office, health center, pharmacy,
stores, restaurants, coffee shop,
waterfront, and more. The
housing location is 2 blocks away,
the Tides Institute museum is 1/2
block away, and the North Church
Project Space is 3 blocks away.

It is not necessary to have a car at
StudioWorks; however, parking
spaces are provided at the
housing locations for those who
come with vehicles.  



StudioWorks Facility (Year-round):
Ground-floor private studio and separate private print studio:
each approx. 450 sq. ft. Ground floor shared accessible
bathroom. Second floor common area, staff offices, shared
kitchenette and laundry and second bathroom.

Studios may be equipped, as needed/desired, with stainless steel
or folding tables, folding chairs, stools, portable desk lamps, clip-
on lights. A sink is in each studio. Studio walls are sheet-rocked
and primed, but not finished with final paint coat and some walls
have white-painted fiberboard panels (Homasote) for pinning
work. Wireless internet is provided. Both studios have private
entrance doors with screened transom windows, and large
“storefront” glass windows.

Nina Bohlen Print Studio equipment: 
Custom-designed etching press (Peter Lindenmuth/Hyman
Bloom) (24”x 48”); Vandercook No. 4 letterpress; Ettan etching
press (12”x 24”); Sigwalt tabletop letterpress (6”x 9”); Line-O
Scribe tabletop letterpress; Nolan tabletop proof press.
Miscellaneous collection of wood and metal type, inks, screen
printing frames (no exposure unit), and other printmaking-
related tools and supplies. Full inventory list available to accepted
artists.

North Church Project Space Facility (seasonal):
Ground-floor private studio, approx. 500 sq. ft. Studio is
equipped with folding tables, wood workbenches on casters,
shop sink. Studio has concrete floors and plaster walls, and
south-facing screened windows. A bathroom is located adjacent
to the studio.
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STUDIO FACILITIES AND
EQUIPMENT

Photos from the 2025 program year (top to bottom): StudioWorks alum Pete Froslie experiments
with transmitting sound on window glass; Gus Johnson in an installation created as part of a
site-specific role-playing game; Nicole Sara Simpkins working on a table loom to create
wallhangings with naturally dyed yarns. 



Tools, Equipment and Supplies Available:
The StudioWorks Artist-in-Residence Program has basic shop and hand tools for artists to
use, including a jigsaw, circular saw, portable drill, hammers, etc. Other tools and supplies
include sewing machines, a table loom, a floor loom, some paper-making supplies, an iron,
ironing board, studio blender, studio hot pot, hot plate, portable electric 2-burner stove
and extension cords/power strips and timers. 

Media equipment includes 2 LCD projectors (if not in use for exhibitions), portable speaker,
media players, tripods and clamps.

Supplies may need to be shared with other artists-in-residence.

A general office all-in-one b/w copier/scanner/printer and a color printer is available at
StudioWorks. 
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STUDIO FACILITIES AND
EQUIPMENT (CONTINUED)

Photo: Charlie Hunter came to StudioWorks in the summer of 2025 to work on paintings of
the industrial landscape and visible signs of the now-defunct railroad that led into Eastport.
While in residence, the perspective of the architecture from the vantage point of the city’s
hills led to a different subject matter for his finished series of paintings. 
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4 Green Street, Rathlin House (gray):  Private bedroom/private bath in 2-3 bedroom
house. Shared kitchen. 

6 Green Street, GAR Hall (yellow): Ground floor open-plan private apartment in
historic building with ramped entry. Small kitchen and bathroom equipped with a
shower.

Specific housing details, including a list of provided items and items to bring will be
provided to artists upon acceptance to the program. Lodging sites are well stocked
with basics, including linens, so that artists only need to bring personal items for their
term. 

Meals are not provided. Housing locations are adjacent to each other, and located
two blocks from StudioWorks.

HOUSING AND OTHER DETAILS



2026 STUDIOWORKS ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE PROGRAM
OVERVIEW 

Page 9 

StudioWorks is committed to the community and our central downtown location is
key to making studios open for public engagement. Artists are expected to schedule
regular open hours during their residency term or be accessible in other ways in the
community as part of their project. In addition, all StudioWorks artists participate in
an online or in-person artist talk/ open studio during their last week in residence.
These details will be reviewed with artists-in-residence before their term begins. 

Due to the community-based nature of StudioWorks and its downtown location,
artists who seek solitude and privacy may not be well suited for the program.

Photo: View of StudioWorks (bright green trim, center) and its place in Eastport's downtown. 
Many thanks to Dr. Laurie Churchill for the use of this photo.  

INVOLVEMENT IN COMMUNITY
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ELIGIBILITY

StudioWorks welcomes artists from international locations. All programming is conducted in
English and a working degree of English fluency is required to work in the community and with
program staff. 

Collaborative pairs intending to work on a shared project are eligible to apply. Each artist must
apply separately to the program, and indicate in their proposals that they wish to work
together. Please include evidence of collaborative work in images, if possible/applicable, and
specify housing needs (separate or shared). 

Who is not eligible to apply? 
Students who are enrolled in an associates, undergraduate or masters-level degree
program at the time of the application deadline are not eligible and should not apply.
(Doctoral candidates are eligible and may apply).
StudioWorks Alumni will be contacted directly about future opportunities, which have a
separate application and review process. Alumni are not eligible to re-apply through this
open call. 
Groups/collaboratives/collectives of more than 2 members

The StudioWorks artist-in-residence program is
open to professionally established and/or
emerging visual artists and craftspeople from
anywhere in the world. Artists from
Washington County, Maine or Charlotte County,
New Brunswick may apply but preference is
given to those who do not already live and work
in the region.

Proposals will be considered from artists
working in drawing, painting, digital/new media,
photography, printmaking, installation,
sculpture, textiles or a combination of these.
Craftspeople and artists working in wood,
metal, fibers, ceramics or letterpress are also
encouraged to apply. We do not have
specialized studios other than for printmaking,
but have had artists work in these media in the
past, and have partnership arrangements
within the community that may facilitate these
kinds of projects.

StudioWorks alumna Joanne Kaliontzis with a
display of her drawings of baskets and other
items from the Tides Institute & Museum of Art
collections she studied during her term in the fall
of 2025.  



Applicants with professional or other commitments limiting their ability to attend a longer
residency may apply for a 2-week term, and are asked to list available dates on the
application as well as the reason for this request. 

Please carefully consider your calendar, existing obligations, and potential travel
arrangements when indicating your availability for specific residency terms. The review panel
uses this information to assist in selecting the first round of candidates. Candidates will be
contacted to confirm availability before residencies are awarded. Should scheduling conflicts
arise after residencies are awarded, the residency may not be deferred.

Applicants may indicate their interest in being considered for a waiting list in case last-
minute openings occur. 

Photo: (above) StudioWorks seen at night in February, 2023. Photo by StudioWorks alumna Karen Stentaford.
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RESIDENCY
TERMS FOR 2026

4-week terms:

Sunday, April 5 - Friday, May 1

Sunday, August 2 – Friday, Aug 28

Sunday, Sept 13 - Friday, Oct 9

Sunday, Oct 18 - Friday, Nov 13

Sunday, Nov 15 - Friday, Dec 11

2-week terms for those who cannot attend for longer durations:

between April - Dec, during 4-week term periods listed above

8-week term: 

Sunday, Oct 18 - Friday, Dec 11



2026 STUDIOWORKS ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE PROGRAM
OVERVIEW 

Page 12 

APPLICATION PROCEDURES
AND REQUIREMENTS

Application requirements include: 
a 1-2 page written proposal (see next page) 
survey about availability; 
a short answer about your interest in StudioWorks;
a CV, resume or biographical statement; 
current contact information for 3 references who can provide information about your
work, studio practice, teaching and/or community engagement experience.
StudioWorks staff only contacts references for finalist candidates. Professional
references, employers, or academic references may be well suited. Please make sure
references are aware they may be contacted and are willing to serve in this role.
up to 10 images of recent artwork with title, size, media information listed, or media
uploads or links to time-based media such as  film/video or audio. 
short answer for providing any special requests or considerations (family/partner/pet
requests, other accommodations)

This outline of requirements is also available online on the Submittable application site as
are suggested file names and accepted formats for uploads. 

 

Alison Bianco begins to apply ink to a large-
scale etched copper printing plate in the
Nina Bohlen Print Studio in May, 2025.
Alison requested a 2-week term at
StudioWorks due to her family
commitments. She made a triptych image of
the sea and landscape from a nearby cove
and printed multiples that she then
continued to work on during the months
following her residency, creating a variable
edition. 



Proposal guidelines: 
Awarded proposals are detailed in terms of work to be done during the term.
Community engagement components should be considered and clearly stated. For
example, artists may use community input as a point of inspiration or for feedback to
work in progress, with information gathered during open studio events, surveys, etc.;
artists may create site-specific installations in their studios with collaboratively made
components; artists may offer workshops or educational opportunities; artists may
study items from the collections of the museum and use that research as the basis for
for new work to be shared with the public. 

Other awarded proposals consider place, location or site-specific elements or studies.
Past projects have included incorporating the region's unique botany, tides, marine
resources, maritime, industrial or other history, international boundary, and other
qualities into studio projects or research. Proposals that solely consist of finishing
existing work or preparing for exhibitions are less favored by jurors, as are proposals
whose subjects do not relate in any way to this area (paintings of cacti, for example).
Projects with general, universal subject matter are also well rated by jurors, such as
those based on quilting or sewing traditions, projects focused on the study of human
emotions, etc. 

Artists are expected to be able to realize their proposal on their own, whether the work
is experimental or based on studio practice, and should be skilled in the use of all
materials, equipment or tools needed. StudioWorks does not offer instruction or provide
studio assistants. Staff can make referrals should artists be interested in hiring others
directly. 

It is not necessary to figure out the logistics of the proposal for the application, as those
arrangements can be made with the assistance of program staff once the residency is
awarded. For example, a proposal may involve working with senior citizens, but it is not
necessary to know the sites or locations for making such connections. Please do not
contact specific groups or individuals in the community before being accepted to the
program. If there are questions about suitability or feasibility of proposals, please
contact StudioWorks staff for guidance before submitting an application.

Artists who do not include a description of community engagement or a socially
engaged practice in their proposal will not be considered for a residency. 
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APPLICATION PROCEDURES
AND REQUIREMENTS
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APPLICATION PROCEDURES
AND REQUIREMENTS 

Apply for a 2026 StudioWorks
residency by using Submittable, an
online submission program:
(http://studioworks.submittable.com/
submit). Drafts of applications on
Submittable can be saved and
compiled in multiple sessions before
they are finalized and submitted.

Applications are due at midnight (ET), January 15, 2026. 
StudioWorks cannot grant extensions, so please plan accordingly to finish submissions
by the deadline.

Application fee by date: 
No fee to apply from December 1 - December 15, 2025
$20 fee to apply from December 16 - December 31, 2025
$30 fee to apply from January 1 - January 15, 2026

Application fees go towards compensating jurors for their time reviewing applications
and offset the cost of the application software. StudioWorks operates on a modest
budget and prioritizes supporting artists with stipends in addition to providing studio
and housing at no cost during residency terms.

Photo: Justin Behm works on creating a clay base for an assemblage sculpture incorporating broken
shards of collectible pottery in the summer of 2025. Behm’s firing and re-glazing process involves many
steps over a longer period, so at StudioWorks he created a series of works that he transported back to his
own studio and completed afterwards. Members of the public participated in breaking the collectible
china, and talking to Justin about his process as these works-in-progress were created. 

http://studioworks.submittable.com/submit
http://studioworks.submittable.com/submit


Application due through Submittable.

Application reviews begin. A jury of comprised of
community members, StudioWorks alumni, and others
reviews all submissions. This jury is different every year.

Finalists are selected and notified by email, and
preferences for term dates, studio, housing and other
logistics are confirmed.

References are contacted for finalists. Finalists may be
asked to interview by Zoom or other online meeting
software.

All applicants are notified of decisions. Notifications come
by email through the Submittable software. Please check
spam filters/junk mail boxes and/or log into your
Submittable account before contacting program staff.
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January 15, 2026
midnight ET

January 16, 2026

mid-February, 2026

February, 2026

March 1, 2026
(on or around)
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Photo: Sophie McIlwaine is an artist who specializes in architectural drawings. Trained as an
architect and architectural historian, she focused on drawing streetscapes and detailed
renderings of buildings in Eastport. She also led drawing workshops outdoors during her
term in June, 2025.. 



A StudioWorks residency is for the selected artist(s) only and the studio assigned will be
solely for the selected artist(s). Family members are welcome to attend the residency and
that arrangement will be made as part of the review process. Other short-term stays for
guests can be arranged with prior permission of the residency director, depending on
accommodations.

Smoking/e-cigarette/vaping or other open flame or burning activities are not permitted in
any facilities, including the studios, housing or any other building owned by the Tides
Institute & Museum of Art.

Travel cost, travel and accident insurance and all material costs are the responsibility of
the artist.

All artists are responsible for arranging for shipment of their artwork and/or belongings.

Accepted artists coming from outside of the USA are also responsible for acquiring
appropriate visas and travel documents.
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Kristin McKinlay
StudioWorks Residency Program Director

studioworks@tidesinstitute.org

Email correspondence preferred;
we are not able to respond to telephone inquiries.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION:

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

www.tidesinstitute.org

43 & 48 Water Street, P.O. Box 161, Eastport, ME 04631 USA


