2020 HIGHLIGHTS
MASONIC BUILDING
We completely rebuilt the ground level
storefronts of our historic 1887 Masonic Building
during the period from last winter through this
summer. We purchased the building last year to
save it from destruction and to restore and
transform it. The two front entrances are now
completely accessible. One entry will lead to a
new museum lobby and elevator to the second
floor exhibition space which will be in the original
grand main Masonic meeting room as shown in
the photo.

GAR HALL
We restored the original-style lettering (Meade
Post No. 40 GAR) on the front of our GAR Hall
building, along with an eagle based on a 1884
U.S. coin. Artist and sign painter Tessa Greene
O’Brien did the hand painting. We transformed
the second floor of the GAR Hall building into a
Civil War Memorial Room, featuring over 100 Civil
War/GAR artifacts from the area. We also
obtained estimates of what it will cost to restore
the original GAR wall murals in the room.

BICENTENNIAL EXHIBITION
In our main building's gallery space, we exhibited
a selection from our collection dating from 1820 to
the present in honor of Maine’s Bicentennial. We
followed Covid-19 operating guidelines, which
reduced the number of visitors at any one time,
but still allowed close to a thousand visitors to see
the exhibition. Shown here is a display of 19th
century hats that was part of the exhibition. The
hats came into our collections earlier this year
from the Border Historical Society of Eastport.
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CHILDREN'S PLAYHOUSE
Our late 19th-century children’s playhouse was
completely repainted inside and out by Mary
Jane Klaila, who is standing in the doorway in the
photo. The playhouse was donated to us in 2017
by the Ronald and Sheila Sullivan family. More
restoration work is needed before we can look for
a permanent location for the playhouse so it can
be used once again by area children.

COLLECTIONS
A significant number of artworks and artifacts were
added to our collections this year including the nearly
complete collections of the Border Historical Society of
Eastport, Maine; a collection of Civil War/GAR artifacts
from the Masonic Lodge of Pembroke, Maine; a
collection of paintings by New York artist, William
Starkweather; and the 19th-century household
furnishings and furniture of the Whalen family. Shown in
the photo is an original copy of the 1822 edition of the
Benjamin R. Jones map of this region including the
Passamaquoddy Bay Area and extending to Grand Manan
Island and Machias.

STUDIOWORKS PROGRAM
We ran an abbreviated season of the StudioWorks
Artist-in-Residence Program in 2020, while
adhering to Covid-19 operating guidelines. Five
artists participated from the end of June through
mid-September. Shown in the photo is
printmaker Hilary Lorenz of Brooklyn, New York,
working in the Nina Bohlen Print Studio. This
studio was named this summer in honor of Nina
Bohlen, artist and printmaker and long time
member of our Board of Trustees.
StudioWorks outreach included sidewalk art
workshops and take-home art kits as well as
online artist talks and community engagement.

